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believe that whatever else the State may be or may aim at,
it must be armed with irresistible force to shatter opposition
and to cow the mutinous. On the other hand, he owed to
Aristotle a profounder understanding of the nature of the
State than Machiavelli ever reached. For Treitschke the
State had the right to be omnipotent over the individual
because the individual could never develop or live a worthy
life without the State's protection and guidance; because
the State was the supreme moralising and humanising agency
in human life. On these grounds he held that the first duty
of the statesman was to consider what things the State in its
own interest ought to do ; the second duty was to consider
the means by which these things could be done. The moral
law, commonly so called, was only a law for the individual
citizens of the State. For the State no moral law existed
but that of maintaining its existence and developing its
potentialities. So Treitschke passed from Aristotle and
Machiavelli to the study of Realpolitik, of which he found a
congenial exposition in Rochau's Grundzuge der Rcalpolitik,
an essay which he found in the Heidelberg library; no author
he said, destroyed preconceptions and illusions with more
trenchant logic.1

The cult of the State was less fashionable then in German
universities than it has since become. Many German
teachers were turning their attention from politics, the
science of the State, to sociology, the new science of society
in its non-political aspects. The assumption of the*sociolo-
gists was that economic relations, scientific progress, and
intellectual movements do more to mould the individual
than can ever be done by state-authority. A society is a
living organism ; the State is a mechanical structure which
exists to protect society. Society has unbounded claims
upon the allegiance of the individual; but the State is only

1 Brief*, No. 152. A. L. von Rochau (1810-1873) published his Real-
politik in 1853. The main idea of the book was Der Staat ist Macht. It
contained a prophecy that Germany would only be united by force, by one
state which was capable of coercing the rest. Treitschke gives an account
of Rochau in Aufsatze, vol. iv. pp. 189-196.